
of baskets to be raffled off on 

April 1st for only a $1 a chance. As 

a thank you for using their space 

we always make them a basket. 

Irene Collins put together a great 

Tech Savvy Basket #26. Go to 

Johnstown NY Library home page 

and you can see the baskets. 

Thursday April 6th at the 

Raindancer,  AGJ AAUW will host 
Susan Weber, author of The Wom-

an Suffrage Statue , who will  pre-

sent Frustration , Jubilation and 

Hullabaloo...the Unwrapping of 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. 

Anthony and Lucretia Mott.   This 

is open to branch members and 

the public and potential mem-

bers. We were very lucky to re-

ceive a grant for this event from 

AAUW, so save the date.   Our 

branch program committee – 

Bonnie Van Wie and Ella  (Cont.)   

     On a cold icy rainy Tues 

Jan 24th AGJ  had a movie/pizza 

night at St John’s Place. Gasland, 

an award winning documentary, 

talked about hydrofracking and 

its effect on the environment. 

Sixteen brave souls attended 

and had lots of yummy pizza 

from Patricia's.  Wed Febru-

ary 15th at 5pm we toured  
with Jessica Smrtic,  the beauti-

ful and very well equipped new 

Rao Center for Integrative Med-

icine followed by a lovely dinner 

at Nicolino’s Restaurant.  In 

March AGJ members  will be 

attending the Elizabeth Cady 

Stanton Women’s Symposi-

um on Saturday, March 18th 

from 8 to 3:30PM. It Promis-

es to be a full day with your 

choice of 3 workshops, break-

fast, lunch, a keynote speaker, 

and an art show.  oh and shop-

ping too. The theme for the day 

is Women Breaking Bound-

aries 1917 to 2017.  The 3 

subthemes are Women’s Public 

Progress, Liberating the Body, 

and The Power and Spirit Of 

Women. We are hoping that all 

members will attend and bring 

their friends and maybe also 

help out. Please let Sandy or 
Paula know if you are willing to 

take part. It’s only $35 for a 

whole day for women. Men are 

welcome, but it is really orient-

ed to us. Bonnie and Ella are 

doing a movie basket as AGJ’s 

contribution. Put it on you cal-

endar! And see the attached 

registration form to whet your 

whistle.  The Johnstown Library 

where we have frequent meet-

ings is doing their annual fund-

raiser.  And it has lots and lots 
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Upstate Update 

NEW EMAIL  

ADDRESS FOR  

AGJ AAUW: 
 

AGJAAUW@gmail.com 

Co-President’s Message 

Have you registered for 

the Women’s  

Symposium? 

 

What are you waiting for? 

 
Registration form at end of 

newsletter. 



Ryder -  has been hard at work 

lining up stimulating meetings 

for this AAUW year. Wed 

May 24 we will tour the new 

bridge in Amsterdam, followed 

by a dinner buffet at the Ar-

mory Grill. Jahnn Gibson has 

graciously arranged for us to 

have our June potluck end of 

the year meeting at the May-
field Yacht Club on Tuesday, 

June 13th.  
     Darcelle Winchelle has 

taken on the chairing of the 

nominating committee, so you 

probably have received a call 

from her or one of her helpers. 

Please consider stepping up.  

We are looking for President

(s) for the next 2 years and a 

chair for  International Affairs. 

Also we really need a person 

to do the newsletter. Paula 

Lerner has agreed to run for 

secretary again and Ginni Ma-

zur  has stepped up to do the 

booklet in addition to the scrap 
books. Yay, Ginni !  If you have 

an interest in or would be will-

ing to do any of these tasks, 

please let Darcelle know.    

       April 21- 23 2017 is the 

NYS AAUW conference in 

Syracuse at the Doubletree on 

Carrier Circle. Jen Garren is 

driving and would be happy to 

have riders to both of these 

events.  The National AAUW 

Convention is held on alternate 

years. June 14 to 17th it will be 

held in Washington DC. Check 

AAUW.org for more info. If 

you are planning to go, please 
let Catherine or Sandy know. 

We will need two delegates to 

represent us. The next board 

mtg is Tues Feb 28th at the 

Johnstown Library. 

Sandy Maceyka 

Co-President’s Message (Cont.) 

Notes From Your Historian….. 

use there. 
       I know this has been a 

long time coming and I apolo-

gize for the delay in getting 

them finished. I found, once I 

got into it, it was a much bigger 

task than ever imaginable. If 

you do find mistakes, please 

don’t hesitate to let me know.  
      Also, if you have anything 

that pertains to AAUW which 

includes minutes, newsletters, 

newspaper articles, etc., they 

can still be included. Get them 

to me and I can get them in the 

correct scrapbook. 
       Along those lines, 

PLEASE save any newspaper 

articles that you can. I try to 

get them all, but we do go 

away frequently and always 

cancel our newspapers when 

we do, so I do miss some. 
A big thanks to those who have 

passed things on to me to put 

in the scrapbooks. I’m certainly 

thankful for your contributions. 

 

Ginni Mazur 

     I have been working on the 

scrapbooks and I am happy to 

say, they are  almost finished 

being updated and arranged so 

they will last forever! I have 

spoken with the Johnstown 

Public Library and they are 

willing to store them for us. 

This is a good thing as they will 

be accessible to all. You will 
not be able to remove them 

from the library, but if you are 

looking for something, you can 

go to the desk and ask them to 

bring the specific one to you to 
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Congratulations on Your 

Engagement Colleen Leo 

& Geoffrey Peck! 



     For those who are not going to the convention in Syracuse,  On 
Earth Day, April 22, we will be holding an Earth Day/Clean Energy 
Fair in the park in downtown Johnstown from noon until 2pm.    

I have not yet invited the vendors, but I expect we will have several 
vendors of clean energy there, as well as music for your entertain-
ment.  More info to come about who will be there. 

Jahnn Swanker-Gibson 

Have you registered for the Convention yet?  You can also do a day trip and take advantage of the great workshops being of-

fered.  You will be able to attend 2 workshops of your choice.  There are 6 workshops in all: 

 

Getting the Inside Scoop—Learn about the implicit and explicit rules of patriarchal power structures and learn the strategies 

and tools that they can use to engage power structures for more successful outcomes. 

 

Blueprint for Intention and Action—Learn how to turn personal and professional challenges into strengths and opportunities. 

 

Women and Group Dynamics—Learn the building blocks of productive relationships and how to cultivate them. 

 
There are workshops on team building, understanding the value of women decision makers on community and country out-

comes, and taking action on pay equity. 

 

Earth Day, April 22nd  

AAUW NYS Convention—April 21—23 

April 6th Meeting        

     We will be promoting our April 6 program at the Elizabeth Cady Stanton Women’s Symposium. 
 

     On April 7 our speaker, Sandra Weber will also give a presentation with music to 4th grade stu-

dents at Warren St. School in Johnstown as part of their local history curriculum.  Weber will focus 

on local suffragist Elizabeth Cady Stanton and the 100th anniversary of Women’s Suffrage in NY State 

which occurred 3 years before the 19th Amendment gave all women in the US the right to vote. 
 

     Both presentations are being funded by a NYS AAUW Programing Grant.  

 

Liz Russo 

 

Page 3 agj-ny.aauw.net 



      

 

Personal Decisions Are Policy Decisions 

include a healthy skepticism 

regarding personal, business, or 

political relationships with the 

president-elect. (now President 

Trump) AAUW outlines issues 

that impact women, girls, and 

families in the Departments of 

Education, Labor, Justice, and 

Health & Human Services. 

Note issues such as vouchers 
for private schools, issues of 

harassment, sexual assault, pay- 

back of student loans, and 

equal access to education 

among decisions within the 

Department of Education. 

Note enforcement of the fed-

eral minimum wage, protection 

of retirement plans, enforce-

ment of laws that prohibit dis-

crimination, equal pay, and 

advancing family and medical 

leave policies in the Depart-

ment of Labor. Note the issues 

of human trafficking, and equal 

access to the ballot box, in the 

Department of Justice. Medi-

care and Medicaid, the Afforda-

ble Care Act, health care poli-

cy, and reproductive health 

care are issues of importance 

in the Department of Health & 

Human Services.  

     There is some criticism that 

Donald Trump’s inner circle is 

packed with Goldman Sachs 

alumni. Trump picked former 

Goldman bankers to lead the 

Treasury Department, another 

to be chief strategist in the 

White House, while another is 

a member of Trump’s transi-

tion team. The nominations 

seem to contradict Trump’s 

attitude toward the bank on 

the campaign trail, when he 

attacked Hillary Clinton’s ties 

to it. 

     Some suggest that President 

Donald Trump appears to be 
relying on instincts and person-

al relationships over any grand 

design scheme or ideology. 

Wealthy, connected donors 

and bankers are scooping up 

influential positons in the new 

administration. As TIME maga-

zine gave him the tribute of 

Person of the Year, the accom-

panying article stated, ”to his 

believers, he delivers change – 

broad, deep, historic change” 

while “to his detractors, he 

inspires fear both for what he 

may do and what may be done 

in his name.”  

     American families are look-

ing to the Senate to instill con-

fidence in and restore regular 

order to our nomination and 

confirmation process. AAUW 

hopes the senators in the 

115th Congress are up to this 

significant task, and AAUW will 

be monitoring its work in the 

new year.  

Marian Deutschman,  

Public Policy Chair   

AAUW Buffalo Branch 

     The AAUW Washington 

update asks if you ever thought 

about the many ways the feder-

al government affects your life, 

and that includes the appoint-

ments currently proposed by 

the president-elect. Consider 

student loans, social security, 

veteran’s benefits, military ben-

efits, immigration, small busi-
ness loans, government con-

tracts, civil rights violations, 

discrimination in employment 

and education, to name a few 

issues that should be of interest 

to all of us. Cabinet members 

meet regularly with the Presi-

dent to advise him on matters 

relating to the duties of depart-

ments that comprise the huge 

bureaucracy of federal agencies 

that administer these programs. 

AAUW reminds us that per-

sonnel decisions are policy 

decisions.  

     AAUW’s mission is to ad-

vance equity for women and 

girls while we speak to wom-

en’s needs, aspirations, and 

concerns.  

     First of all, appointments 

should reflect the makeup of 

our nation. They should reflect 

the diversity of experiences 

and backgrounds that make up 

the United States. Each nomi-

nee should be free of conflicts 

of interest. Full vetting of each 

nominee by the Senate should 
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       November 6, 2017, is the 100th 

Anniversary of Women’s Right to Vote 

in New York State. It is a time to 

acknowledge those who fought so hard 

for women to have this basic right of 

citizenship. It is also a time to encour-

age more women to use this hard-won 

Right to Vote. You can do this by de-

veloping activities in your community 

and branch.  

ENGAGE IN CELEBRATORY 

ACTIVITIES Organize a suffrage 

committee, have a guest speaker, stage 

a reenactment of a suffragist parade, 

create a suffragist trail in your area, give 

a talk about a local suffragist, feature a 

local suffragist in your newsletter. Use 

your wonderful imagination to promote 

this tremendously significant right.  

FIND LOCAL SUFFRAGISTS There 

are bound to be suffragists in your area. 

Thousands of people across New York 

State formed grassroots organizations to 

bring male voters to the realization that 

women should have the right to vote. You 

can find them in your communities. Honor 

these brave people who worked tirelessly 

to obtain the vote for women.  

You and your branch will find it excit-

ing, interesting, rewarding, and mean-

ingful to discover these courageous 

people who fought so hard to “Give 

Women the Vote.”  

BECOME INVOLVED You will enjoy 

learning about these remarkable people 

by utilizing the skills you’ve developed to 

explore this meaningful portion of the 

fight for women’s rights. It has been a 

marvelous adventure for me. Our Islip 

Area Branch formed the Long Island Suf-

fragists Committee, which I chair, and I 

discovered my grandparents’ extensive 

involvement in the suffrage movement. I’d 
like to share three of this year’s events 

with you.  

Read more of Nancy’s article at: http://

www.aauw-nys.org/attached%20files/

focus/2016-Winter-FOCUS.pdf 

Nancy Mion 

AAUW NYS Focus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating the Centennial of Women’s Suffrage in NYS 

 

Book Club        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The author of the classic New York 

Times bestseller Passages returns with 

her inspiring memoir—a chronicle of 

her trials and triumphs as a ground-

breaking “girl” journalist in the 1960s, to 

iconic guide for women and men seeking 

to have it all, to one of the premier 

political profilers of modern times. 

Candid, insightful, and powerful, Daring: 

My Passages is the story of the uncon-

ventional life of a writer who dared . . . 

     March Book club is scheduled at 

the Panera Bread, Route 30, Amster-

dam on Wednesday, March 8 at 3:30 

pm.  
     Book to be discussed is Daring: 

My Passages by Gail Sheehy, Copy-

right 2014.  All are welcome to join 

in the discussion.   Contact Paula 

Lerner  at 736-2449  or  

paulajane84@yahoo.com 

 
At our February meeting 7 members 

attended.  Amy Cuddy’s book, Pres-

ence, was a very good choice; lots of 

good conversation.   
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 Play The President’s First Address BINGO 
 

   Play AAUW Bingo to find out what President Trump  will say  

   about women's issues in his first address to Congress. 

  

   When : Tuesday, February 28, at 9 p.m. ET 

  

   You can print a bingo card or play our interactive bingo online  

    and tweet picture of your winning card with #AAUWbingo to  

    claim your prize. 

  

     Read More ... 

 

Downloadable Image - http://www.aauw.org/files/2017/02/2017-Trump-Presidential-First-Address-Bingo-Card-1-

600x320.png 

From AAUW National       

Page 7 agj-ny.aauw.net 

The Simple Truth about the Gender Pay Gap (Spring 2017) 

 
Women working full time in the United States typi-

cally are paid just 80 percent of what men were paid. 

The figure is even more dire for African-American, 

Hispanic or Latino women. While many occupations 

have managed to narrow or even close the pay gap, 

disparity still exists. 

  

AAUW’s The Simple Truth about the Gender Pay 

Gap addresses the issues such as the pay gap in each 

state; the pay gap by age, race/ethnicity, and educa-

tion; guidance for women facing workplace discrimi-

nation; resources for fair pay advocates etc. 

  

Interested in learning more about these issues and 

preparing for Equal Pay Day? Click here for the full 

report and details. 

http://www.aauw.org/2017/02/02/trump-first-address-to-congress-bingo/
http://www.aauw.org/aauw_check/pdf_download/show_pdf.php?file=2017-Trump-First-Address-BINGO
https://goo.gl/JIc4WW
http://www.aauw.org/2017/02/02/trump-first-address-to-congress-bingo/
http://www.aauw.org/files/2017/02/2017-Trump-Presidential-First-Address-Bingo-Card-1-600x320.png
http://www.aauw.org/files/2017/02/2017-Trump-Presidential-First-Address-Bingo-Card-1-600x320.png
http://www.aauw.org/research/the-simple-truth-about-the-gender-pay-gap/
http://www.aauw.org/research/the-simple-truth-about-the-gender-pay-gap/
http://www.aauw.org/research/the-simple-truth-about-the-gender-pay-gap/


    

April 21-23 at the Doubletree in Syracuse 

REGISTER NOW  -  AAUW NYS Convention 

 

Registration for Convention: 

http://www.aauw-nys.org/RegistrationForms/

convention_form%202017.htm 

 

Registration for Hotel: 

http://aauwnyswp.aauw-nys.org/wp/wp-content/

uploads/2016/11/Hotel-Registration-Form.pdf 

 

Convention Schedule attached to back of Newsletter 

 

CHECK OUT NYS Focus for articles on convention 

articles (workshops & speakers) 
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Check out the new NYS AAUW website 
 

http://aauwnyswp.aauw-nys.org/wp/ 

 

If you enter the old address, you may receive a message that the site is not available. 
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The American Association of University Women advances equity for wom-

en and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 

  
AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education 

through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting 

the lives of women and girls. 

 
In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There 
shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, 

race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability, or class. 

 

Calendar of Events 

 

agj-ny.aauw.net 

 

NYS AAUW:  

aauwnyswp.aauw-

nys.org/wp/ 

 

National: 

AAUW.org 

Board Members: 
 

Co-Presidents:   
     Catherine Julius 
     Sandra Maceyka 

Co-Vice Presidents—
Membership: 
     Mary Jablonski & 
     Jennifer Garren 

Treasurer:  
     Irene Collins 
Co-Vice Presidents— 

Program: 

      Ella Ryder &  
      Bonnie Van Wie 

Recording Secretary:  
     Paula Lerner 
Newsletter Editor:  

     Linda Hammond 
 
 
Contact Info: 

Phone: 518-229-2058 
E-mail: 
agjaauw@gmail.com 

 

March 18  Elizabeth Cady Stanton  
  Women’s Symposium 

  8 am—3:30 pm 

 
April 6  Susan Weber Presentation 

  Raindancer Restaurant,  

  Route 30, Amsterdam 

  5:30 pm 

 
April 21-23 NYS Convention 

  DoubleTree, Syracuse 

 
May 1  Branch Meeting—Nadia  

  Shahram will present on 

  Muslim Women  

  Location & Time: TBA 
 

 

 
June 14-17 AAUW Convention 

  Washington, DC 

 
July 21-23 NYS AAUW Leadership  

  Conference 

  Cazenovia College 
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