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AGJ AAUW CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Saturday, December 2, 2017 

Hales Mills Country Club 

146 Steele Road, Route 29, Johnstown 

12 Noon                     Flyer  - Page 6 of  Newsletter 

RSVP by Nov 29th to Bonnie VanWie          Collecting items 

518-762-9377 or 518-332-6857       for adopted  family 



 

 

Century Club Festival of Trees December 4 (11am-2pm) in Amsterdam 
 
For the past several years members our branch members and friends have enjoyed visiting the Festival of Trees at the Centu-
ry Club in Amsterdam in December as an extra activity.  The Century Club is decorated for the season with Christmas Trees 
donated by the community. There is a chance to vote on your favorite and perhaps even bid on one to take home. 
 
Musical entertainment provides a festive atmosphere and there is a gift shop for purchasing presents as well.  A light lunch of 
soup, sandwich, beverage and dessert is served. 
 
Cost for admission and lunch on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday is $8 for groups of 10 or more. 
We have chosen Monday, December 4 to attend.  
 
Please  invite a friend and join us for this tradition.  We will be supporting a fellow Women’s 0rganization as well. 
Contact Liz Russo to make reservations and carpooling arrangements.  518-762-9702 

District IV Conference Attended by 4 A-G-J Members 
 

Four members of our branch traveled to Poughkeepsie to the NYS AAUW District IV Conference on October 21. District IV 
includes, Adirondack, A-G-J, Schenectady, Poughkeepsie and Kingston branches.  The conference provides a way for 
branches to exchange ideas and for members who might not attend the NYS Convention or summer Leadership conferences 
to meet each other and get a bigger picture of AAUW. “Moving Forward: Influencing the Future - How can AAUW mem-
bers make their voices heard” was the theme of this year’s District IV Conference.  
 
The program for the day included opening remarks from Hudson River Housing about the   repurposed Poughkeepsie Under-
wear Factory where the conference was held. It is an urban renewal project in the City of Poughkeepsie. The factory which 
formerly employed all women and provided tennis courts for their workers as well as including them in work place deci-
sions.  We learned that the Poughkeepsie Underwear Factory  now includes housing, art studios and an industrial kitchen and 
provides internships and job training as well as a central meeting option for organizations such as AAUW. The new meeting 
area  was furnished with large wooden tables made from old beams and small iron tables  with  bases from old sewing ma-
chines. The brick walls were exposed as well. 
 
The first session was on Women’s Health. The CEO of Planned Parenthood Mid-Hudson Valley spoke on the current status 
of women’s access to affordable health care, the impact of defunding Planned Parenthood. and the  slow erosion of protec-
tions to women’s health. Stress was made on educating younger women who take for granted birth control access. 
 
Women and Education was the second session. The latest information on the status of public schools, charter schools, vouch-
ers and state potential State Constitutional Convention was presented by a speaker for NYSUT. She explained the upcoming 
vote November 7 on whether or not to have a NY State Constitutional Convention. Issues of concern regarding the Conven-
tion include the cost of $80,000 per delegate for each year, protection of equal education for all, pension funds. and environ-
mental concerns.  It was explained that the NYS Constitution can be altered by amendments without a costly convention 
which could drag on and cost the tax payers of NY. Examples of such amendments were provided. 
 
The final session was Women in Politics: Getting to 50% - Elect Her: How to support women candidates. The  energetic 
panel was comprises of   women from the Poughkeepsie area who are or were politically active and had run for office in the 
locally. Their experiences as women while campaigning or serving in office were eye opening. We collected names and con-
tacts as potential speakers for our branch. 
 
Linda Hammond graciously offered to drive attendees Ella Ryder, Nancy Peck and Liz Russo to the District IV Conference 
in Poughkeepsie after which the  group visited the gardens of the FDR residence which was  nearby to see roses still in 
bloom due the unusually warm weather. 
 
Liz Russo 
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tel:(518)%20762-9702


 

 

NYS AAUW DISTRICT IV MEETING  —  UNDERWEAR FACTORY,  

POUGHKEEPSIE, NY 

Franklin D Roosevelt Home 

Liz Russo, Nancy 

Peck & Ella Ryder 

CEO of Planned Parenthood Mid-

Hudson Valley  

Tables made from sewing machines 

used at the underwear factory. 

Ella Ryder, Liz Russo, Roli Wendorf 

(NYS AAUW President), Nancy Peck, 

and Linda Hammond 

Women In  

Politics Panel 

Women and Education - NYSUT speaker  
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THANK YOU! 
 
I wish to thank those who elected me as Emerging Leader of the AAUW for this past year. 
 
Luckily, I was able to attend the Friday events in Syracuse, as Sandy Maceyka was driving over and coming back the same day, 
since I had the Earth Day/Clean Energy Fair in Johnstown the next day and had to be there for that. 
 
I had a nice time, and met many very nice women at the different events I attended.  We were treated to a very nice tea, with 
the most excellent refreshments in the early afternoon.  Then, we all walked down about a block and visited the Joslyn Gage 
House and Museum.  This was really a hands-on museum, as opposed to the kind where you stand behind ropes to look at the 
exhibits and can't touch anything.  We were encouraged to try on clothes from the Victorian Era, and the Hodenosaunee 
(Iroquois)  Confederacy.  I tried on a Victorian coat that fit me as if it were made for me.  We were encouraged to play the pi-
ano and sit on the furniture.  Several of the walls were covered in whiteboard and we were also encouraged to write our 
thoughts thereon.  As Joslyn Gage was an abolitionist, as well as a worker for women's rights, in one room there was a telling 
display on the floor.  The silhouettes of men lying, shoulder to shoulder on their backs were painted on the floor to represent 
the manner in which people were packed into the holds of the slave ships. This was most illuminating.  One wonders how any-
one survived this treatment.  Later, we visited the Stickley Museum, which is located in the library on an upper floor.  There 
were many pieces of original Stickley furniture on display, which was so interesting.  The library, itself, was great.  In one area, 
many oriental rugs were laid on the floor, with wonderful stuffed Stickley pieces arranged in conversation groups on top of the 
rugs.  A young woman was curled up on a couch in a window with an afghan over her legs, reading, and a man was sitting in a 
chair by a fireplace with a book in hand.  How inviting!  
 
We finally went to the hotel, and had wonderful h'ors d'ouvres, and had a great time meeting lots of interesting women.  Then, 
we received our yellow rose corsages, and went in to a nice dinner.  The honorees were seated at a round table in front, and we 
all had a good time conversing with ladies from other places. 
 
So again, thank you so much. 
Jahnn Gibson 

NEW MEMBERS 

Paula Mroz is both a new member and a returning member.  Paula received her Bachelor's Degree at Ithaca College, her 
Masters at College of St Rose, and Masters + 30 at MCLA.  Paula has 2 children, Ashley 27 who attends the University of 
Texas, and Toria 25 who attends Clarkson. Paula volunteers at the YMCA, and is the Brass Director of the Mohawk Valley 
Chamber Ensemble. Paula is the Administrative Coordinator for Special Education at BOCES.  She lives in Caroga Lake with 
her husband Randy. 

 

New member, Elizabeth Gundersen, was the recipient of this years non-traditional $1000 award. Elizabeth lives in Glov-
ersville with her 25 year old son, one of her four children aged 23 to 31. Ms. Gundersen graduated from FMCC in 2017 with 
an Associates Degree in Liberal Arts. She anticipates continuing her online education to obtain a Bachelor's Degree at Empire 
State College, majoring in History and Asian Culture. 

 

We have a new member:  Helen Seward lives in Amsterdam.  Helen graduated from SUNY at Albany and College of St. 
Rose.  She has a BS Speech and Hearing, a MS Education Speech Pathology and a MS Ed Education-Learning Disability.  She 
volunteers at Ladies of Charity, Century Club in Amsterdam and Friends of the Library.  Helen was recruited by Mary In-
sogna. 

Jahnn Gibson has faithfully submitted a Letter to the Editor at our local newspapers and they have been published.  This is a task 

that AAUW has asked of their members as a proactive measure for our causes.  Many times our Letters to the Editor are done 

for a cause that is important to ourselves.  Some letters don’t take just but a few minutes to write.  Many of the topics have infor-

mation available on the National AAUW website to assist our writers.  Jahnn is one of our members who is concerned with the 

environment and has done her homework in researching the facts.  I apologize for not communicating these letters to our mem-

bers.  At the end of our newsletter, please take a few minutes to review the great work that Jahnn has done and continues to do.  

This is another example why Jahnn was selected as our Emerging Leader. 

Linda Hammond 
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Looking Back on our 50th Anniversary Celebration and Reunion 
 
THANK YOU! 
Thank you to all who made the event so special. To Nancy and Ella for getting our speaker, to Ella for the decorations and 
the photographer, to Nancy for making the cake and cupcakes, to Laurie for the slide show of remembrances and to Ginni 
for keeping all the archives so that Laurie could reference them. To Catherine who printed out the name tags, to Jen Gar-
ren who assisted with check in and the AAUW display for membership recruitment, to Darcelle who made our new 
AAUW tri-fold and to Pat Valachovic who contacted past members to invite them to attend. Also thanks to Mary Insogna 
for bringing two prospective members, Jessica George and Helen Seward. We hope they will decide to join our branch. 
 
Letter from US Congresswomen Elise Stefanic 
Although received too late to be read at the 50th Anniversary, we would like to acknowledge and thank our US Congress-
women Elise Stefanic who sent our presidents Ella and Nancy a letter of congratulations on the milestone of our branch. It 
will be framed and saved for the archives. 

BOOK CLUB 

January 11th 

Book:  The Winona LaDuke Chronicles: Stories from the Front Lines in the Battle for Environmental Justice by Professor 

Winona LaDuke 

Chronicles is a collection of timely, persuasive, and inspiring stories of indigenous communities from the Canadian 

subarctic to the heart of the Navajo Nation. It is a collective account of Winona LaDuke’s personal journey to recov-

ery, beginning with her home burning down in 2008. It is also a story of strength and resilience — not just LaDuke’s 

own, but that of all tribal and First Nations communities in the North American first world who struggle just to sur-

vive. 

Place & Time—TBA 

Contact:  Paula Lerner  518-736-2449 

 

February 1st 

Book:  Option B: Facing Adversity, Building Resilience, and Finding Joy by Cheryl Sandberg & Adam Grant 

When Option A is not available, how do you make the most of Option B? That’s the question Sheryl Sandberg had to 
confront after her husband’s unexpected death. Combining research and personal anecdotes, Option B not only ex-
plores Sandberg’s loss, but a wide swath of hardships including job loss, sexual assault, war, sickness, and natural 
disasters. In so doing the book explores how to help others in their time of need, treat ourselves with compassion, and 
develop the resilience to brave whatever is ahead. 

Place & Time—TBA 

Contact:  Paula Lerner  518-736-2449 
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Board Members: 

 

Co-Presidents:   

     Ella Ryder & 

     Nancy Peck 

Membership VP: 

     Jennifer Garren 

Program: VP: 

      Darcelle Winchell 

Treasurer:  

     Irene Collins 

Recording Secretary:  

     Paula Lerner 

Newsletter Editor:  

     Linda Hammond 

 

 

Contact Info: 

Phone: 518-229-2058 

E-mail: agjaauw@gmail.com 

AAUW WEBSITES:  

 

AGJ-NY.AAUW.NET 

 

NYS AAUW:  

AAUWNYSWP.AAUW-NYS.ORG/WP/ 

 

NATIONAL:  

AAUW.ORG 

@AgjAauw  
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